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A SONGWRITER OF THE CITY

CAT STEVENS is very rare amongst the British Writer syndrome in that
a vast percentage of his work stems from his environment. He is a self-con-
fessed environmental writer, the mainstay of his work being a total product of
one fact - that for more than 20 years Stevens was born, lived and brought up in
the heart of London,

It is worth noting exactly what sort of effect being a child in a concrete and
diesel-fumed society has - the small things that many children come to expect as
being an ordinary part of their lives evaded Stevens and others like him. His
playground was the one he had to make in his own imagination amongst the dark
doorways and the neon lights. Being a child in London means you don't know what
real darkness is like unless you shut your eyes tight, you never steal apples and
yvou've never smelt a cornfield on a hazy summer day.

His childhood problems, that had ingrained themselves in Stevens' attitude
and consequently his songs came most strongly to the fore on another track from
thatalbum "Where Do The Children Play". A cry of protest not just from someone
whowas worried about environmental pressures but from someone who knew what
that kind of life could do.

"Well I think it's fine building Jumbo planes, or taking a ride on a cosmic
train, switch on summer from a slot machine ..., Well you've cracked the sky
scrapers fill the air but will you keep on building higher till there's no room up
there .... I know we've come a long way we're changing day by day but tell me
where do the children play?"

Stevens is, naturally also a very personalised writer; heuses repetition a
great deal to bring home the futile slog of most people's existence in a city but
when he's not hung up about the environment he appears to hold a very pessimistic
attitude both to human nature and particularly to his love affairs.

"Lady D'Arbanville' the first track on a highly autobiographical '"Mona Bone
Jakon' album, showed his suffering and defeat in the face of the death of an affair
in typical Stevens style he almost reversed this - finding some comfort in re-
flecting this end against D'Arbanville's death as Hamlet might have of Ophelia.

Despite an output of really fine material in the past two years I suspect
Stevens' most intriguing and reflective song about his upbringing has been "Into
White", His dream of icy calm - a vision that contrasts sharply with the place
that formed initially, his character and outlook. A chance for peace. Clean,
sharp and bright his senses alert and not deadened by the noise of trucks and cars
trundling past his parents' restaurant, Everyone has their own dream - Stevens'
is a place of delicacy and soft brilliance: "I build my house from barley rice,
green paper walls andwater ice, tables of paper wood, windows of light and every-
thing emptying Into White",

PENNY VALENTINE
Excerpts from 'Sounds' 20th March, 1971.



Fill My Eyes

Weords and Music by

CAT STEVENS
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Pop Star

Words and Music by
CAT STEVENS

Fairly bright tempo i
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Mona Bone Jakon

Words and Music by
CAT STEVENS
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I Think I See The Light

Words and Music by
CAT STEVENS
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Time
Words and Music by
CAT STEVENS
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Trouble

Words and Music by

CAT STEVENS
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I have paid my debt, now won't you leave me in my misery?
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I Wish, I Wish

Words and Music by

CAT STEVENS
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Maybe You're Right

Words and Music by

Now may-be you're right _}
So maybeyoureright —

CAT STEVENS
| h% | " ; - - q
- _'- 1 N B
: : = b‘F—F =
: ' == —— = =
|22 -3 ¥ - lqi-d- -+
G Eb D Em
T t B_ — ! 1
V= -
‘I.- i di i - T 5 L : 1 1
* ’ j*-j
G C
- t T o —— f— |
.!J r_l 'r_ q 1T 1 1 1 --i - "_
i 3 | w ﬁjj ¥ —g—ﬂ
d; # -'l. b and may-be yourewrong —

—— e — £ |
Yoo+ -
5 2 . ; ==
i - e -
c Em

¥ 3

0

but I ain't___ gon-na arg-ue wi more, I've done it far — too long,—

——— — .
— : = m == ¥ —t

v v ¥ ﬁ? i v T
| f

- —

— —— EE —
G F C

() Copyright 1970 by FRESHWATER MUSIC LTD., 155/157 Oxford Street, London, W.1. for the World,



: '-.-___hh.h‘-x E p— 1 If 1 *_
et = T T 4] e
2 S Y Y
It was get-ting so good, ——  why then, where did it go?-
s t + t S ——
PRV € AT | E )
B = = “ === : ;
G C D
, ¥ I ' _-]'_":_:q_ I
’ === e
STtV g OF BT 7
| can't-think a-bout it no more, tell me if— you know.—

ll - I—H_

i_‘éi;ih%—tiﬁ#f
=
C

L

F o0
A
il

ifﬁ - f t o —_—
=== = =" =t
g 2 STy
Youwere lowingme, I was lov-ing
— — : i A—h—r
= T - I : i 1 1 | - —? { _‘I
_‘ R | — :
= B e T Fe 17T FF
1 i
%‘ I 1 E ’I_ _i F =
G C D
: : 7 - : = . — 1 =+ —
5 I fa 1.; - d o — - #‘L‘ #; ! é:
oy — e but now— there ain't noth-ing but re-gret-ting, Noth - ing—
%‘ = e ===t =
3 J B A =3
ﬂ i J f z : — z
& — =
Em C G C

Maybe You're Right-2



30
iﬂ 3:; =3

..'.-'-_'_'_--l_l-l-‘-l-h‘-‘-h
e —— B R 1 @ =
* 7 T E G T
Noth-ing but re-gret-ting ev'-ry-thing we do.
T —— o — LT ;I%
‘ [ | ™ I |
v 0 ¥ o T ¥ 7 AL ; :
o : = ===
G F C G
e
: m——— 1"1 - — :
s == .‘—%_‘ =
= bFF F RS
i!——l‘rd} = : e = : ===15 . ;
e - o ¥ BF L -
Eb D Em C
To Coda &
$ - - S— ]: — P
I# ? .with 4 li
our lie—
I_-IAJ put upwithy
.
-

Maybe You're Right-3

3 =—{- o0 T T '3 r
- g d-‘__, o= —m
e Uke_ you put up with mine, But God knows we
! T o — — :
o =ee—1tF 1 3 z z ‘{
| z »
C D Em C



N

—
v 7

o . CBE =F B i o |
should have stopped some-where, We could have tak-en htbﬂ time, —
' —_——— - = —F
D v g % + 3 T I 5 ] . :
35 =
o j,-i 3 il . :
““""-l—._.____._._-—"'"
G F C
% —— ! —'—»'_jﬂ. TEEE
¥ i
The time has turned, Yes, somecallit theend,
—i i { - I [ —— %
" 4 = ] 1 1 [ i ; q 11 1 ¥ H : r—
B T o °F G E ¥
SEE= : i — » : - i
= = - ? po=: & -
G C D Em
I 1 r‘__;-—:__‘-\\
} I F .I- "{ - -'II 1 1 ! !‘r 'I
o v 3 g 2
Sotell me, tell me didyoureal-ly love me like a friend?
1 i 1 | |
T —— I fﬁm 7 1 : T
: R R e E 4 s
¥ 3 2 v
E e i - 71 ¥ a_ 1 1
& G C G
G, S _———= D BT =
el — I e ﬁ - | ———
You know_ you don't have to pre-tend, It's all ov-er now,
j H H I 1 .H 1 1 1
- —_ == - = - J—
f ~: 7
= : '= = a e
g S, z e
C G L& G

Maybe You're Right-4



€ f =1 1 i T I — i ¥ 1 1} H___,F_ --! i
t} T ! ' I I i T 'l 1 1
It' 1l nev-er hap-pen a-gain, No, no, no. It'-1l nev - er hap-pen a - gain, __
=———= : ;—q—ﬂzﬂwﬂ
-
1 .
B r " — 4 2 ] —
< -, = e
C G C G
—— e
G = g b B e e e
It won't hap-pen a-gain. Nev-er, nev-er,_nev-er, It'— 11 nev-er
pree S
) P F: .l = I 1 L o
S : —— : —
. { - I - 1 .
LI ' e — = ] =
C G C G C
=S====== e = =
b 1 ‘_ 1 1
hap-pena-gain, .  No, no, no,— no,—— 0o, 0o, Nno,— 0o, D.%.al Coda
& |
= ﬁ—r = f . — ' t 1 n I — =
0] L :
' el F‘. } # - (]
o  — : a i = ;_ 1
- 5 g > 4
G F C G
) copa
fay
?———!* - - e
- — — fon
= = ==
I I 1 I 1 I I 1 | _g
f T  m——— 1 L U !
__-_-_-_-_‘_-—-_
: ~
i 8 %
% i — I
. o
S
C F C G

Maybe You're Right-5



But I Might Die Tonight

Words and Music by
CAT STEVENS
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Katmandu
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Words and Music by
CAT STEVENS
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Into White

Words and Music by
CAT STEVENS
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3. A sad blue-eyed drummer rehearses outside -
A black spider dancing on top of his eye,
Red legged chicken stands ready to strike
And ev'rything emptying into white.
And ev'rything emptying into white.
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Where Do The Children Play?

Words and Music by
CAT STEVENS
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Miles From Nowhere
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Miles from no-where

Words and Music by
CAT STEVENS
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Tea for the Tillerman

Words and Music by

Rubato CAT STEVENS
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Hard Headed Woman

Words and Music by
CAT STEVENS
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Sad Lisa

Words and Music by

CAT STEVENS
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3. She sits in a corner by the door,
There must be more I can tell her,
If she really wants me to help her,
I'll do what I can to show her the way,
And maybe 1 will free her,
Tho' T know no one can see her,

Lisa, Lisa, sad Lisa, Lisa.
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Father And Son

Words and Music by

CAT STEVENS
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(Father) 2. It's not time to make a change,
Just sit down, take it slowly,

You're still young, that's your fault,

There's so much you have to go through.

Find a girl, settle down, if you want you can marry,

Look at me, I am old, but I'm happy.

(Son)

It's hard, but it's harder to ignore it.
If they were right I'd agree, but it's them,

They know not me, now there's a way and 1 know that I have to go away,

I know I have to go.

Father and Son-4
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Lilywhite

Words and Music by

CAT STEVENS
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Wild World

Words and Music by
CAT STEVENS
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On The Road To Find Out

Words and Music by
CAT STEVENS
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Then I found my head one day

When I wasn't even trying,

And here I have to say - 'cause there's no use in lying.
Yes, the answer lies within, - so why not take a look now?
Kick out the devil's sin, pick up, pick up a good book now.
0Ooh - ooh.

Yes, the answer lies within, - so why not take a look now?
Kick out the devil's sin, pick up, pick up a good book now.
Och - coh,

Yes, the answer lies within, - so why not take a look now 7
Kick out the devil's sin, pick up, pick up a good book now.
Ooh - ooh,
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Longer Boats

Words and Music by
CAT STEVENS
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MMeaser and the Firecat | CAT STEVENS

. FOREIGNER
r_,ﬂ'"" -

Complete your
CAT STEVENS
library with these
magnificent
Freshwater Music
albums

Packed with
CAT STEVENS’
great music

CAICH BULL
AT FOUR

All with striking
full-colour covers
and photographs

ORDER FROM YOUR MUSIC DEALER

IS 5121 N



	01. Fill my eyes
	02. Pop star
	03. Mona Bone Jakon
	04. I think I see the light
	05. Time
	06. Trouble
	07. I wish, I wish
	08. Maybe you're right
	09. But I might die tonight
	10. Katmandu
	11. Lady d'Arbanville
	12. Into white
	13. Where do the children play?
	14. Miles from nowhere
	15. Tea for the Tillerman
	16. Hard headed woman
	17. Sad Lisa
	18. Father and son
	19. Lilywhite
	20. Wild world
	21. On the road to find out
	22. longer boats

